











The annual rate of population
growth has declined from nearly 2 per
cent in the 1960’s to 1.7 per cent today;
it is projected that a 1.5 per cent
annual growth rate will be reached by
the year 2000. While these figures are
promising, they nonetheless conceal
the numbers involved. 78 million new
lives are added to the world’s
population every year; by the end of
the century this figure will have
increased to 89 million.

(Rafael Salas, Speech Series No. 98)

UNICEF studies have indicated that
every day in the past year 40,000 young
children have died of malnutrition.
Furthermore, the quality of life for
many children is declining because of
falling economic prospects for their
parents.

(The State of the World's Children 1982-83,
UNICEF)

The 25 most populous countries in
1981, in population size rank order are:
China, India, Soviet Union, United
States, Indonesia, Brazil, Japan,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nigeria, Mexico,
Federal Republic of Germany, Italy,
United Kingdom, France, Philippines,
Thailand, Turkey, Egypt, Iran,
Republic of Korea, Spain, Burma,
Poland.

(UN, Division for Economic and Social Infor-
mation/DPI, 15 March 1983)

An IPPF regional report indicates
that the attitude of Paraguayan
parliamentarians toward family plan-
ning has improved considerably sub-
sequent to last year's Western
Hemisphere Conference of Parliamen-
tarians on Population and Develop-
ment in Brasilia.

(IPPF Open File 5/13/83)

The youth population in developing
countries is continuing its upward
spiral from 491 million in 1975, to 625
million today, to an estimated 1,115
million by the year 2020. The youth
labor force will thus reach approx-
imately 70 million by the year 2000
thereby making it necessary to prepare
well over 100 million jobs in the next
two decades.

(Center for Social and Humanitarian Affairs —
Youth Information Bulletin Volume 1982-4 Num-
ber 45)

The most recent IPPF Medical
Bulletin indicates that close spacing is
the major cause of childhood mortali-
ty. The advantages of longer spacing
affect not only the first year of life but
persist through to age five. It was also
reported that short birth intervals
afféct the mortality rate for older
children; a 50% rise in the mortality
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rate was observed for the second year
of life when the next child was born
within 18 months for 16 out of 23
countries.

(IPPF Medical Bulletin, August 1983)

Evidence from projects in India,
Iran, Jamaica and Turkey indicates
that comprehensive primary health
care can be achieved at a cost of $0.40
to $7.50 per capital per annum. The
main obstacles to implementing such
policies are, however, political and
organizational.

(World Health Forum, 1983. Vol. 4)

A comparative study of Kerala and
West Bengal states in India suggests
that the greater decline of fertility in
Kerala is more closely associated with
greater equity in education and health
facilities than with equity in income in
assets. It seemed too that the
educational effect on women’s world-
view and on their decision-making
powers within the household, rather
than their increased participation in
the labor force, may be more
important in changing their fertility
motivation and behavior.

(Center for Policy Studies Working Papers, May
1983)

Bangladesh has launched a two-year
crash family planning program which
aims to recruit at least 7.79 million

eligible couples as family planning
acceptors. In order to create favorable
public opinion, the Bangladesh Village
Doctors’ Association is popularizing
the slogan ‘“We shall not be Fathers in

1983-84". The Association will also
sponsor a mass walk (Padajatra)
through remote villages to attract

people towards this cause.
(Population Headliners, April 1983)

Children under 14 years of age con-
stitute 33.6 per cent of China’s
population. As these children marry
within the next 18 years, China’s
population problem may indeed
become formidable. Should every
couple have two children, 22 million
will be born each year; by the turn of
the century, 400 million will have been
born.

(Dr. Qian Xinzhong, Minister-in-Charge of the
State Family Planning Commission, China — 30
September 1983)

In a recent U.N. study on population
growth and fertility rates, 29 African
countries considered their population
growth and fertility rates to be
satisfactory or too low, 19 considered
them too high and 3, Djibouti,
Madagascar and Sierra Leone felt that
their growth rate was satisfactory and
their fertility rate too high.

(Population Policy Digest — ECA, 8 July 1981)

COLLEAGUE NEWS

The members of the Board of Trustees of
the Global Committee have been active in
population and development affairs since
the 1979 International Conference of
Parliamentarians on Population and
Development in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Our
Board is composed of: Former Prime
Minister of Japan, Takeo Fukuda, Chair-
man; Frank Karesek, Austria; Haroldo
Sanford, Brazil; Bruce Halliday, Canada;
Jean-Marie Daillet, France; Sat Paul Mittal,
India; Mavis Gilmour, Jamaica; Takashi
Sato, Japan; Julia Ojiambo, Kenya; Ifigenia
Martinez, Mexico; Celso Sotomarino, Peru;
Fathia Mzali, Tunisia; and James H.
Scheuer, U.S.A.

* * %

“Death rate falls as a result of
organized public health services.
Birth rate falls with the growth of
education and improvement in
standards of living. One could
say that the death rate is brought
down by the community’s respon-
sibility to the individual, and the
birth rate by the individual’s
responsibility to the community.”

Indira Gandhi — U.N. Population Award,
30 September 1983.

Several of our colleagues who had
participated at the 1979 Colombo Conferen-
ce have risen to positions of eminence in
their governments or parties: Barbados —
Billie Miller, Minister of Education; Egypt
— Dr. Fouad Mohieddin, Prime Minister
and Mohamed Sobhi Abdel Hakim, Speaker
of Shoura Assembly; Japan — Takashi
Sato, Deputy-Secretary General of Liberal
Democratic Party; Malaysia — Dato
Abdullah Hj. Ahmad Badawi, Minister
without Portfolio in the Office of the Prime
Minister and Datuk Sharir, Abdul Samad,
Minister of Federal Capital; Netherlands —
Hans Van den Broek, Minister of Foreign
Affairs; Sri Lanka — Ranjit Attapatu,
Minister of Health; Tunisia — Madame
Fathia Mzali, Deputy Speaker of Parliament
and Minister of Family and Promotion of
Women; United Kingdom — Kenneth Baker,
Minister of Industry and Commerce.

Saudia Arabia — We would like to
express our condolences on the untimely
death of H.E. Mr. Rached Mukhles, Deputy
Minister for Social Affairs. Mr. Mukhles
was a member of the Steering Committee
for the Arab Parliamentary Conference on
Development and Population.




" LAW AND POLICY ANALYSIS

By:

Stephen L. Isaacs, Esq.
Director, Development Law and
Policy Program

Center for Population and
Family Health

Columbia University

Two countries, Turkey and Jamaica,
recently issued major policies affecting
population and development. In May,
1983 the Turkish legislature passed a
comprehensive law regulating con-
traception, voluntary sterilization, and
abortion. Jamaica's national population
policy received final approval in mid-
1983. The differences between the two
documents are instructive.

The Jamaica policy, relying heavily
on population projections through the
year 2010, sets some specific
demographic targets. Among them are
a population of no more than three
million and an average life expectancy
of 73 years (from the current 70) by the
year 2000 and replacement level
fertility (approximately two children
per woman) by the late 1980’s. To
reach these and the other specified
goals the policy proposes a number of
measures including:

* reorganization of family planning

services under the National Family
Planning Board.

establishment of a population
planning and research unit within
the National Planning Agency.
Among its first tasks will be a
study of economic incentives in-
fluencing childbearing and migra-
tion.

promotion of maternal-child
health, greater emphasis on family
life and family planning education,
and improved statistics, research
and evaluation.

Unlike many similar documents, the
Jamaica policy specifies the respon-
sibilities of each institution — in-
cluding a new contraception policy
coordinating committee — involved in
the implementation of the policy.

By contrast, Turkey's Population
Planning Law deals specifically with
access to contraception, sterilization,

and abortion and pays little attention
to demographic analysis. Since Turkey
has long had restrictive legislation, the
new law represents a major change in
policy. Among its other provisions, the
new law

* makes family planning information

and services a state responsibility
* permits nurses and midwives to
distribute contraceptives
* authorizes the Ministry of Health
to set up an organization entrusted
with obtaining or producing con-
traceptives and distributing them
free of charge
+ allows sterilization to be perfor-
med upon adults who request it
¢ permits abortion on request of the
woman up to 10 weeks of
pregnancy
These illustrate two approaches to
population policy formulation: the one
(Jamaica) issuing a formal policy
document emphasizing .demographic
analysis, setting forth general policy
measures, and concentrating on in-
stitutional arrangements to implement
it; the other (Turkey) passing legisla-
tion easing access to fertility regulation
services but not in the context of an
explicit, global population policy
statement.

For more information contact Mr. Stephen Isaacs
at 60 Haven Avenue; NY, NY 10032 « Tel. (212)
694-6971
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the Middle East, India, Japan and
Venezuela, and, one or two from Europe.
The function of this Committee is to
identify and contact potential donors from
within the U.S. and abroad. In addition,
members of the IRDC will act as the public
relations arm for the organization. In this

capacity, they will speak about the Global -

Committee at meetings, host receptions on
behalf of the Committee and generally act
as goodwill ambassadors of the
organization.

GLOBAL COMMITTEE
ANNIVERSARY RECEPTION

The Global Committee held a reception in
honor of its first anniversary on 27 June
1983. Mrs. Robin Chandler Duke, Chairper-
son of the International Resource Develop-

Senator Joseph Tydings and Congressman
James H. Scheuer

ment (IRDC) and Congressman H. James
Scheuer, Chairman of the Executive
Committee hosted the reception. Brief
statements of congratulations were made by
Mr. Bradford Morse, Administrator of the
United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), Mrs. Duke and Congressman
Scheuer. Mr. Akio Matsumura, Executive
Director of the Global Committee reviewed
the activities of the organization.

On behalf of the Global Committee, a gift
was presented to Senator Tydings by
Congressman Scheuer for the Senator’s
valuable contributions to the Committee
and to the progress of the movement.

Distinguished guests who attended the
reception included parliamentarians, mem-
bers of the U.N. and its agencies and
members of the private sector.

The Global Committee is a publicly

supported, not-for-profit organization incor-
porated under the laws of the State of New
York as described in Section 170 (b) (1) (A)
(vi) and 509 (a) (1) of the Internal Revenue
Code and as a tax- exempt organization as
defined in Section 501 (i) (3).

The material in this newsletter does not necessarily
represent the views of the Global Committee.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

— Main Committee Meeting of the Inter-
dependence Action Council of Former
Heads of Government (InterAction
Council). November 16-18, 1983 —
Vienna, Austria

— First Conference of the Asian Forum of
Parliamentarians on Population and
Development. February 17-20, 1984 —
New Delhi, India.

— Ad-Hoc Meeting of European Parliamen-
tarians on Population and Development.
March, 1984 — London, United Kingdom.

— Arab Parliamentary Conference on
Development and Population. May 8-11
1984 — Tunis, Tunisia.

— Meeting of the Board of Trustees of
GCPPD. August 14, 1984 — Mexico City,
Mexico.

— International Parliamentary Gathering
on Population and Development. August
15-16, 1984 — Mexico City, Mexico.

EDITORIAL NOTE

The quarterly will serve as an informal
forum and information exchange for
parliamentarians; we welcome any sugges-
tions for its design or pertinent submissions
for the publication. Please send all
correspondence to:

The Global Committee of Parliamentarians
on Population and Development

304 East 45th Street (12th Floor)

New York, N.Y. 10017



