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1 Key informant interviews; UNFPA (2021), Sexual and Reproductive Health Service Disruptions in Selected Asia Pacific Countries
During 2020; UNFPA/UNICEF/WHO (2021), Rapid SRMNCAH Assessment SEAR.

2 Key informant interviews; https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/resource-pdf/COVID-

19 impact brief for UNFPA 24 April 2020 1.pdf; Cousins, Sophie, COVID-19 has “devastating” effect on women and girls, The
Lancet, Vol 396, August 1, 2020; Marie Stopes International (2020), Resilience, Adaptation and Action: MSI’s Response to COVID-19,
https://www.mariestopes.org/media/3849/resilience-adaptation-and-action.pdf; Bangladesh Ministry of Health, August 2020.

Challenges and strategies adopted for protecting SRMNCAH services during the pandemic; Bangladesh Ministry of Health, 2020.
Family Planning Priorities during COVID-19 Pandemic.
3 Key informant interviews; https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/october/20201027 covid19-

impact-hiv-vertical-transmission;

https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/october/20201013 covid19-impacting-hiv-testing-in-most-

countries; UNAIDS, World Health Organization and United Nations Children's Fund (2020) data collection exercise to identify

national, regional and global disruptions of routine HIV services caused by COVID-19; Philippines UNAIDS/UNDP survey, April 2020,
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mz4wZwWIQIx30uY7 RRcPiQUW6uqVZU6/view . Survey April 2020 of MSM, YKP, PWID, TG, FSW;
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-hiv-trfn-
idUSKCN24N004?fbclid=IwAROwaQO1tuiDtICOrGOM6EkYTdtOnnmsASahrOptM8vHL6G2LFV y24MN7AQ;
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/april/20200408 philippines

4 Key informant interviews; OHCHR, 15 April 2020, COVID-19 and Women’s Human Rights: Guidance; Policy Brief: The Impact of
COVID-19 on Women, 9 April 2020, United Nations; UN Women (2020), First 100 Days of COVID-19 in Asia and the Pacific: A Gender
Lens. UNFPA/UN Women (2021), COVID-19 and Violence Against Women: The Evidence Behind the Talk — Insights from big data
analysis in Asian countries; Bangladesh — Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK) (June 2020), COVID-19 and the Increase of Domestic Violence

Against Women: the Bangladesh Perspective. Fiji Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation/Fiji Women Crisis Centre
(2020), Fiji: COVID-19 and Gender-Based Violence — Data Analysis of National Domestic Helpline: April 2020.
https://thelogicalindian.com/gender/domestic-violence-during-lockdown-23944; https://indonesia.unfpa.org/en/news/reaching-

domestic-violence-survivors-amid-pandemic; https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/stories/myanmars-youth-call-out-shadow-

pandemic-violence https://www.nepalitimes.com/latest/in-nepal-lockdown-a-domestic-violence-spike/; University of the
Philippines, Population Institute (11 July 2020), The Potential impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on SRH in the Philippines.
https://philippines.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pubpdf/unfpa ph midyear 2020 report 0.pdf; Women Enabled International
(2021), The Impact of COVID-19 on Women and Girls With Disabilities — A Global Assessment and Case Studies on Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights, Gender-Based Violence, and Related Rights, UNFPA/WEI.
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5July 2020 to June 2021, except for Myanmar which was July-December 2020.

6 Myanmar data provided up to December 2020 only.

7 The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, in General Comment #22 (2016) on the Right to Sexual and Reproductive
Health (article 12 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights), E/C.12/GC/22, para 5.
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8 The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, in General Comment #22 (2016) on the Right to Sexual and Reproductive
Health (article 12 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights), E/C.12/GC/22, para 6. For a comprehensive
definition of sexual and reproductive health and rights, please see https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/P11S0140-
6736(18)30293-9.pdf

° https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/women/wrgs/pages/healthrights.aspx

10 https://theindependentpanel.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Background-paper-11-Human-rights.pdf

11 Ref. Jaime Orad, Human Rights in States of Emergency in International Law 1 (1992); Joan F. Hartman, Working Paper for the
Committee of Experts on the Article 4 Derogation Provision, 7 Hum. Rts. Q. 89, 91 (1985). European Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, opened for signature 4 Nov. 1950, art. 15.1, 213 U.N.T.S. 221, Eur T.S. No. 5, (entered
into force 3 Sept. 1953) [hereinafter ECHR]; International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, adopted 16 Dec. 1966, G.A. Res.
2200 (XXI), U.N. GAOR, 21st Sess., art.4.1, U.N. Doc. A/6316 (1966), 999 U.N.T.S. 171 (entered into force 23 Mar. 1976) [hereinafter
ICCPR]; League of Arab States, Revised Arab Charter on Human Rights, art. 4.1 (22 May 2004), reprinted in 12 Int’l Hum. Rts. Rep.
893 (2005) [hereinafter Arab Charter].

12 Official name is Special Rapporteur on the Right of Everyone to the Enjoyment of the Highest Attainable Standard of Physical and
Mental Health.

13 United Nations General Assembly (2020), Right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and
mental health, 16 July 2020, A/75/163, para 15.
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4 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/Pages/TreatyBodies.aspx

15 CESCR - Statement on the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and economic, social and cultural rights by the Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, E/C.12/2020/1 (6 April 2020), para 11.

16 CEDAW - Guidance Note on CEDAW and COVID-19 (22 April 2020)

17 CEDAW - Guidance Note on CEDAW and COVID-19 (22 April 2020)

18 CCPR - Human Rights Committee - Statement on derogations from the Covenant in connection with the COVID-19 pandemic,
CCPR/C/128/2 (24 April 2020), para 2(d). Article 4(1) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights provides that, “in time
of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the existence of which is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to
the present Covenant may take measures derogating from their obligations under the present Covenant to the extent strictly
required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are not inconsistent with their other obligations under
international law and do not involve discrimination solely on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin.”
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19 CCPR - Human Rights Committee - Statement on derogations from the Covenant in connection with the COVID-19 pandemic,
CCPR/C/128/2 (24 April 2020), para 2(d).

20 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in its General Comment No. 22 on (2016) on the right to sexual and
reproductive health, E/C.12/GC/22, paras 13, 17, 49.

2L Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in its General Comment No. 22 on (2016) on the right to sexual and
reproductive health, E/C.12/GC/22, paras 13, 17, 49.

22 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 22 on (2016) on the right to sexual and reproductive
health, E/C.12/GC/22, para 49.

23 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in its General Comment No. 22 on (2016) on the right to sexual and
reproductive health, E/C.12/GC/22, para 49, sub-paras (c), (d), (f) and (g).
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24 United Nations General Assembly (2020), Right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and
mental health, 16 July 2020, A/75/163, para 55.

25 Under “Core Obligations” sub-heading, Para 44 “The Committee... confirms that the following are obligations of comparable
priority: (a) to ensure reproductive, maternal (pre-natal as well as post-natal) and child health care.

26 General Comment No. 14 (2000). The right to the highest attainable standard of health (article 12 of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights). UN. Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Geneva: UN, 11 Aug. 2000, para 30.

27 General Comment No. 14 (2000). The right to the highest attainable standard of health (article 12 of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights). UN. Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Geneva: UN, 11 Aug. 2000, para 47.
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28 CESCR - Statement on the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and economic, social and cultural rights by the Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, E/C.12/2020/1 (6 April 2020)

29 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in its General Comment No. 22 on (2016) on the right to sexual and
reproductive health, E/C.12/GC/22, para 28.

30 Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, General Recommendation No. 24: Article 12 of the Convention
(Women and Health), Twentieth Session (1999).

31 Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, General Recommendation No. 24: Article 12 of the Convention
(Women and Health), Twentieth Session (1999), para 11, 13.

32 Key informant interviews; UNFPA (2021), Sexual and Reproductive Health Service Disruptions in Selected Asia Pacific Countries
During 2020; UNFPA/UNICEF/WHO (2021), Rapid SRMNCAH Assessment SEAR.

3 https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/jul/15/nepal-sees-huge-rise-in-maternal-deaths-as-covid-keeps-

women-at-home

34 UN Women (2020), The First 100 Days of COVID-19 in Asia and the Pacific: A Gender Lens.
35 Key informant interviews.

36 UN Women (2020), The First 100 Days of COVID-19 in Asia and the Pacific: A Gender Lens.
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