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Delegates at the Youth Edy and Sexual and ive Health and Rights forum

jucation,
held in Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia. Credit: APDA

JOHANNESBURG, Mar 8 2023 (IPS) - With more than 600 milion youth aged between 18 and 24 in the Asia and
Pacific region, putting their issues front and center is crucial. Speakers at a recent forum, Youth Empowerment:
Education, Employment and Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, held in Phnom Penh, Kingdom of
Cambodia, agreed that policy and should be youth: d

Professor Keizo Takemi, MP (Japan) and Chair of the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and
Development (AFPPD), reminded parliamentarians of the work ahead when he noted in his opening address that ADVERTISEMENT
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Delegates at a ZAPPD workshop heard that signif high poverty levels, p y in Zambian rural areas where
76.6 percent of people are considered poor, should be addressed. The workshop delegates contributed to a strategic
plan to address population issues. Credit: APDA

To achieve Vision 2030, the significantly high poverty levels, particularly in the rural areas where 76.6 percent of
people are considered poor. should be addressed

Unemployment was high, Phiri said, and there was limited access to empowerment programs.
Another issue was the high fertility rates and matemal mortality rate of 252 for every 100 000 births,
Research indicated that at least one-fifth of married women had an unmet need for family planning

Zambia’s development would benefit from an explained the benefit of a healthy and educated population by
addressing family planning.

“Couples with smaller families are better able to provide for their children, save money, and escape poverty,” Phiri

said. “In fact, studies show that shifting the age structure of the population can lead to a 47 percent increase in per
capita income.”
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