
July 2023

 

JPFP Meeting: UNFPA and IPPF Activity Report

On 13 July, the Japan Parliamentarians Federation for Population (JPFP) organized a meeting on the activities of the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) and the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF). Both organizations submitted a request to
JPFP for securing Japan’s contributions in the field of population for the next year

Read more
https://www.apda.jp/en/news_activities/2023/0713.html

 

Toward JPFP’s 50th Anniversary #2

JPFP's pioneering work on population issues: development, environment, and human rights-based approach

 

Next year, 2024, will mark the 30th anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development (known also as the
Cairo Conference, or ICPD) held in Cairo, Egypt, as well as the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Japan Parliamentarians
Federation for Population (JPFP).

 

As UN-sponsored intergovernmental conferences on world population issues, the Cairo Conference followed the 1974 World
Population Conference in Bucharest, Romania, and the 1984 International Conference on Population in Mexico City, Mexico.

 

The Cairo Conference marked a “paradigm shift” in efforts to address population issues from the macro (country-level) perspective to
a micro (individual-level) perspective. In other words, efforts to address population issues shifted from demographically-driven

https://www.apda.jp/en/news_activities/2023/0713.html


national population control measures to a human rights-based approach that protects the dignity of individuals, respects their choice,
realize reproductive health (RH) and women's health and empowerment, and thereby stabilize the population.

 

On the other hand, the JPFP, since its inception, has been committed to a human rights-based approach to population issues. JPFP’s
first Chair H.E. Kishi Nobusuke, former Prime Minister, recognized that “population issues were inseparable from human rights and
humanism…. Population issues should be addressed not simply by controlling numbers, but by enhancing the happiness of individual
families…. together with the issues of social and economic development[1] (Recounted by Hon. Sato Takashi, MP Japan).

 

Furthermore, the Cairo Conference was the first international population conference where it was agreed that population issues
should be considered together with development and environment, while parliamentarians had already begun such initiatives 10
years earlier. In conjunction with the aforementioned International Conference on Population in 1984, the International Conference of
Parliamentarians on Population and Development was held in Mexico City under Japanese leadership, and it adopted an "Action
Plan" that included the following statements[2]:

・Sponsor legislative measures to ensure that all individuals have the right to choose freely and responsibly the number and spacing
of their children and that access to family planning services and information is available to individuals at all levels of society.

・Protect the environment and endeavor to maintain a balance between natural resources and the demands of growing populations.

 

This pioneering idea had a major impact on the Cairo Conference a decade later.

 

Action Plan Drafting Committee

Chair: Hon. Mavis Gilmour (Minister of Education, Jamaica)

Members: Hon. Sato Takashi (MP Japan, Chair of AFPPD), Hon. Kimani Wa Nyoike (Assistant Minister for Education, Kenya), Hon.
Charles Morrison (Chair of Parliamentary Group, U.K.)

Advisors: Dr. Parikh Ramlal Dahyalal (India), Sir George Sinclair (U.K.)

 

[1] 20th Anniversary Book, APDA, 2002.

The Nippon Foundation Library. http://nippon.zaidan.info/seikabutsu/2002/00356/mokuji.htm

[2] Japan Parliamentarians Federation for Population, Mexico Meeting Report and Materials, pp.14-17 (Japanese)

https://www.apda.jp/pdf/p06_jinkou/mono_1984_jp.pdf

 

 

GCPPD2023 short video clip

A 11-minute short video clip of the “Global Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and Development Toward the G7 Hiroshima
Summit”, which was held in Tokyo, Japan, in April.

See the video here.

http://nippon.zaidan.info/seikabutsu/2002/00356/mokuji.htm
https://www.apda.jp/pdf/p06_jinkou/mono_1984_jp.pdf
https://youtu.be/w0gXli-WiR8


 

JPFP
Established in 1974, JPFP has the longest history in the world as a supra-partisan parliamentary group on population and development. JPFP, in concert with
APDA, has created a network of parliamentarians on population and development, through which a diverse range of knowledge and experience has been
shared to accomplish concrete results.

Read more

 

APDA
APDA since its establishment in 1982 has served as the secretariat of JPFP.

Read more

Supported by the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF)

 

https://www.apda.jp/en/about/jpfp/index.html
https://www.apda.jp/en/index.html
https://www.apda.jp/en/about/donate.html
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